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L
E F or the historians among us, southwestern Pennsylvania holds 

significant interest on many fronts - economic, geographic, 
political - given its pivotal frontier battles and settlements, its 

status as “Gateway to the West”, and its place among the power arenas 
of American industry, among others.  In particular, a small segment of 
Butler County, known as Adams Township, boasts a long and interesting 
history as well. 

(From Left to Right) Tim 
Kelly, Brock Heinauer, 

and Mark Heinauer at the 
Woodland Trace Property
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Created in 1854 from portions of 
Middlesex and Cranberry Townships, 
Adams Township proved to be 
somewhat of a verdant territory, 
with land cleared for agricultural 
use.  Named for President John 
Quincy Adams, this property 
remained somewhat rural, despite the 
introduction of the railroad, for decades 
to come.  But, the times, they were a 
changin’ as the song goes, and with 
the start of the 1960s, growth began 
in Butler County … slowly at first to be 
certain.  It was also about that time 
that a young, forward-thinking man by 
the name of Clair Kennedy purchased a 
piece of property in Adams Township, 
building a home and farming a small 
section of the nearly 60 acres.  Also 
located here was a small development 
of 12 homes, nestled among gently 
rolling hills and wooded terrain, which 
became a quiet paradise for the families 
inhabiting this area.

But, as time marched on and age 
prevailed, Clair Kennedy, having lived 
on the property for some 40 years, 
died, leaving the site to extended 
family members.  A year after his death 
in 2009, the property was placed on 
the market, according to Bill Kennedy, 
his nephew and a co-executor of Clair’s 
will.  “Initially, a developer showed 
interest in the property but later 
withdrew the offer,” he explained.  “It 
was sometime thereafter that Mark 
Heinauer and Tim Kelly expressed their 
interest in the property, with a plan 
to develop it.”  That plan and their 
approach to the property has come to 
be known as Woodland Trace.

A Unique Building Collaboration … Again

Heinauer began his career in home 
building, eventually logging 37 
years, after having built expertise in 
every aspect of the business from 
home building and design to land 

development, financing, real estate 
sales, and building consultation.  He 
incorporated Barrington Homes in 1991, 
building homes in highly successful 
Allegheny County developments 
including Treesdale, Lake MacLeod, 
North Park Manor, The Ridge, Langdon 
Farms, Chapel Hill Estates, Scarlett 
Ridge, The Enclave at Fox Chapel and 
Butler County developments, Meredith 
Glen, Indian Meadow, Ehrman Farms 
and Carriage Manor.  To date, Heinauer 
has built more than 700 homes, 
owns and operates their kitchen and 
bath company, and a development 
company called MGB Capital.

Likewise, Tim Kelly, President, T.D. 
Kelly Company, Inc., has a 35-year 
history of building luxury homes in the 
Pittsburgh area, particularly the North 
Hills, where his penchant for visually 
and socially-pleasing communities can 
be viewed first-hand.  His involvement 
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with Meredith Glen, Adams Township, 
proved to be a successful first - a 
large, luxury custom home build where 
resale values have since skyrocketed 
to a range of $900,000 to $2 million.  
Working together with Barrington 
Homes, this plan also was known to 
have “made the market” for luxury 
custom homes in that area.  “I met 
Mark Heinauer 10 years ago,” recalled 
Kelly.  “He builds very nice, high-end 
luxury homes and we admired each 
other’s work.”  For Heinauer, building 
custom homes in Adams Township 
provided a great opportunity.  “There 
really hasn’t been anything available in 
the way of new custom home building 
in Adams Township recently,” he said.  
“I’m most excited about the beautiful 
piece of property we found there. “

Plotting a Pastoral Home Setting

Of the acreage purchased for 
Woodland Trace, 46 lots will be 
developed, all heavily wooded, with 
lot sizes ranging from one-half to 

one and three-quarter acres.  Some 
40 percent of the purchased land 
will be left undeveloped to preserve 
its natural beauty.  With permitting 
for the project finalized in mid-
August 2017, surveying and road 
cutting began shortly thereafter 
followed by excavation, grading and 
utility surveying.  Kathryn Heinauer 
of Barrington Homes said, “We are 
looking at a mix of modern and 
traditional home styles that project 
our commitment to high quality 
craftsmanship and attention to detail.”

Mark Heinauer, however, is most 
excited about Woodland Trace given 
the property’s appeal.  “There is 
enough rolling topography to give the 
pending neighborhood character,” 
he said.  “What’s nice is the gentle, 
rolling land that lends itself to truly 
lovely yards with flat back yards; land 
that allows us to keep the mature 
trees that can’t be replaced in 10 or 
20 years.”  As a self-professed tree-
lover, Heinauer is finding ways to keep 

the integrity of the property, which is 
heavily wooded, a tenet he has held to 
in many of his builds.  “I can honestly 
say that every tree that does get cut 
down gets my approval first.”   Kelly 
has no problem agreeing that the 
natural beauty of the property is a 
definite enhancement to what will be 
a high-end luxury development.  “This 
is one of the nicest pieces of property 
I’ve seen in the past 25 years,” he said.  
“Finding somewhat level, wooded 
lots are what home buyers dream 
about.  These are simply aesthetically 
gorgeous lots.”  Kelly added that he 
and Heinauer want to accentuate 
the benefits of this location, one 
that is central in the Mars school 
district; has access to major traffic 
routes including Interstate 79 and 
Route 228; is situated within minutes 
from Cranberry and Wexford Flats, 
and enjoys the lower taxes of Butler 
County.  Heinauer commented, “We’ve 
concentrated on nice pieces of ground 
to develop with pretty lots and 
attractive pricing.”

 

Build Your Dream Today 
Build a Barrington

BarringtonHomesPA.com | 412.655.8999 Communities in Adams | Cranberry 
Mars | Marshall | Pine Richland 
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Barrington Homes will build on 80 
percent of the lots with the remaining 
20 percent to feature T.D. Kelly 
Company homes, generally ranging 
from the low $700,000s upward to 
$1.3 million, with most resting on 
two-thirds to three-quarter acre 
lots, though other larger lots are 
available.  Square footage of the 
homes will range from approximately 
2,800 square feet to more than 4,000 
square feet.  As a springboard to the 
neighborhood, a model home, which 
will serve as an office, and a spec home 
will be built Kathryn Heinauer added, 
to showcase Barrington’s attention to 
detail and craftsmanship.  “This (the 
model home) is a nice show piece,” 
Kathryn Heinauer explained.  “People 
can walk through the home and see 
the details.  By incorporating our ideas 
with their handiwork, our craftsman 
bring a “wow” factor to life.”  With an 
anticipated three to four year time line 
for the plan completion, Woodland 
Trace “is bound to be a setting with a 

suburban feel and convenience, but 
in a wooded area,” Mark Heinauer 
explained.  The neighborhood itself 
will feature a paved walking trail that 
he likens to a “walk in the woods 
right in your own neighborhood”, one 
that hearkens back to the region’s 
wilderness feel.  Kelly, too, will build 
a model home showcasing quality 
construction and class.  “We’re trying 
to build homes that people want to 
live in for 15, 20, 30 years or more,” 
he said.  “You’re building a home 
and you’re seeing it as a really good 
investment over a long period of time.”

Geared more toward the move-
up buyer who may or may not have 
children, Woodland Trace also will 
appeal to empty nesters and those 
looking for a serene lifestyle while 
maintaining close proximity to 
Pittsburgh.  Others currently seeking 
out the development are those 
relocating from either out-of-state or 
areas such as Monroeville, Canonsburg 
and the South Hills, often due to 

career moves.  Heinauer added that 
regardless of the reason, Woodland 
Trace is “pretty much for everyone” 
looking for a high quality custom home 
in a geographically desirable location.

Building with Barrington …  
A Family Affair

Currently, the project has an extensive 
list of people interested in buying 
in this idyllic setting, which means 
the Heinauer family is busy at work.  
Heinauer’s partners and co-owners, 
sons Grant and Brock Heinauer, run 
the day-to-day operations of the 
company with Brock overseeing 
design and sales and Grant running 
the construction end of the business. 
Grant’s wife, Kathryn, uses her skills 
as a designer to aid customers with 
interior decorating, design choices, 
kitchen and bath accoutrements 
and more while Mark’s wife, Melinda, 
serves as the company’s controller.  
Heinauer expands on the Barrington 
process.  “Brock meets with our 
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PLANNED RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT

Winding your Way
ToWoodland

Trace

Want to have a look for 
yourself? Take a drive 

to scenic Woodland 
Trace via Route 79 

North to:

Exit 78, Mars/Cranberry 
Route 228

Travel east on Route 228 
about 3.5 miles, turn left 

onto Myoma Road

Follow Myoma Road for 
about 3.5 miles to reach 
Mars-Evans City Road 

and make a left

Follow Mars-Evans City 
Road for about 1 mile

Turn right onto Spring 
Drive (T661)

Turn left onto Lynwood 
Drive (T662) - this brings 

you to the entrance of 
Woodland Trace!

customers, not only to ascertain as 
much information as possible with 
regards to architectural style, desired 
amenities and budget, but also to walk 
the customer through a Barrington 
Home to show off the craftsmanship, 
unique trending ideas and all that we 
include in our homes as a standard 
feature.  Once he has completed his 
preliminary design, Brock and the 
customer perfect the design together.  
Brock’s ability to do “real time” design 
work stream lines the process.  Grant 
and Kathryn take over from there.  
They are invaluable in their personal 
approach to guiding the customer 
through their design selections and 
not only do they have fabulous ideas 
that our customers love, they provide 
that personal service and support 
that the customers truly appreciate.”  
Heinauer brags, “Together, in the 
last three years alone, they have 
earned Barrington Homes seven 
awards for Best Single Family Home 
of the Year as presented by the 
Builders Association of Metropolitan 
Pittsburgh.  I can’t fully express how 
proud I am of my family.”

In keeping with the natural setting 
while paying attention to the adjoining 
12-home neighborhood, both builders 
view Woodland Trace as an extension 
of that existing neighborhood. They 

also believe that the Woodland 
Trace plan will increase the value 
of those existing home properties 
while maintaining the same laid-
back environs already enjoyed there.  
Further, a roadway issue will be 
addressed, allowing access for school 
buses to make their way into the 
existing plan and beyond.  Working 
with Tim Kelly, Kennedy warmed to his 
professionalism leaving a “very good 
impression”, one that developed into 
a good relationship.  “My uncle would 
have been very pleased with the green 
space,” Kennedy said.  “It’s a good 
approach to the build and will benefit 
the area.  Knowing the quality of  
the homes, this will be an extremely 

nice development.” NH
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